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Saints are not "Supermen”
who are “Born Perfect",
But rather are "Ordinary People”
who followed God
“With all their Heart",

We have a Lord
wha is capable of crying with us,
capable of walking with us in the
mast difficult moments of life

Let us ask the Holy Spirit
0 pour out upon us
a fervent longing to be saints
for God's greater glory,
and let us encourage one
another in this effort.”
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FOREWORD

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search
of Fine Pearls, who, on finding one pearl of great value, went
and sold all that he had and bought it.” (Mt 13:45-46). This
spiritual book “Aani Muthyalu” (Fine pearls), is about the lives
of Saints, Blesseds, Servants of God and Holy Men & Women
who were born, or worked in our great land, INDIA. They
worked tirelessly to quench the thirst of the times. This book
enables us to be acquainted with lesser known Saints, Blesseds,
Servants of God and Holy Men & Women honored by the Mother
Church. In this complex world where values systems are getting
blurred, the life testimony of these holy men and women enables
us to find timely and integral answers to surmount
contemporary problems. They found meaning in their lives by
following the crucified Lord and with that strength and grace
they spread the kingdom of God which was their sole life-goal.
Reading and learning about the lives of these Holy men and
women will put us in the right direction in a world that seems
to be more disoriented by the day. Their contribution to the
Indian Catholic Church in particular, certainly gives us joy and
instills faith, hope and charity in us.

Sometime in the past, I was pondering on how the lives of
“our” saints, Aani Muthyalu, can be made popular, especially
in the Telugu region, so that the reader can be edified by their
ability to integrate the Catholic spirituality with contemporary
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Indian way of living. I feel God has used the services of Fr Vatti
Joji SJ and Fr Burugu Sudhakar SJ in responding to this pastoral
yearning. The well-known charism of St. Ignatius of Loyola,
the founder of the Society of Jesus, to rise to the signs of the
times has been positively realized in this spiritual treasure, Aani
Muthyalu. Telugu Catholic Bishops” Council (TCBC), I think
will certainly rejoice, and all readers, over this book as it makes
available for the local Church an edifying spiritual enhancement.
I congratulate Fr. Vatti Joji Reddy, SJ, Superior of St. Patrick’s
High School, Secunderabad and Fr. Burugu Sudhakar, SJ, Vice-
Principal of Loyola (YSRR) College, Pulivendula, for taking the
lead to bring out this book with the help of other Jesuit writers.

The local Church is indebted to the Society of Jesus for
their invaluable contribution to the spread of the gospel message
in the Telugu region. I am grateful to Fr Koppala A Stanislaus,
SJ, the Provincial of Andhra Jesuit Province and the members
of his province for their loving and unfailing support to the
local church at all levels.

I wish you all a prayerful reading to savor the spiritual
treasure, Aani Muthyalu. May the maternal intercession and
assistance of Fatima Mata always be with us, so that God’s
blessings of peace and joy may be granted in abundance.

Yours in Christ Jesus,

July 3, 2020 + Thuinma Bala
Feast of St. Thomas Archbishop of
Hyderabad



APPRECIATION

Saints in the Catholic Church are like precious pearls
(se880ergen) adorning the crown of Christ the King, a servant
leader. Our country is a land of divinity filled with great saints,
sages and gurus of the past and present inspiring millions of mortals
to realize our true self. This book is a list of lives of Catholic Saints,
Blesseds, Venerables, and Servants of God both men and women
religious and clergy born in various parts of India and the world
but lived, served and died in our Mother land.

Gripped by the birth, life, suffering, death and resurrection
of Christ our Lord, these holy men and women, during their
earthly pilgrimage were closer to a company of innumerable
angels and saints to bear witness to Lord in whom they believed.
What seems to be common among them is that holiness is both
a gift and an invitation and that they possessed Christ our Lord
and were irresistible to share the same experience with others
in various forms of charism and ministry. Being Indians or
adapting to Indian culture, understanding the spirituality of the
East, inculturating and adapting to various regions, languages,
cultures, etc. they maintained and propagated Christian faith
and belief blending with Indian ethos and spirituality.

Saints are not unreachable human beings. They’ve walked
the difficult paths of life along which we travel, with all its
successes and failures. Holiness cannot be achieved through our
own strength. It is the fruit of God’s grace and our free response
to it, making it both a gift and a call. They seemed to have lived
ordinary lives with extraordinary simplicity, humility and
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nobility. They worked indefatigably to reach out to many people
to share the value of Christ and the Gospel like the merchant of
the Gospel (Mt 13:45-46) in search of fine Pearl, spent their lives
for the sake of others while ultimately attaining the One Pearl
that is Christ.

This collection of Indian Saints is a rare book in Telugu. It
will be received well and read extensively. It will help numerous
faithful to know the way God has led these noble men and
women to offer their lives for God’s work to be sown like a Gospel
seed to sprout in the hearts of people of our Telugu land. It will
inspire countless faithful to experience God and to know God’s
Will in their lives.

I appreciate all writers and Frs Vatti Joji SJ & Burugu
Sudhakar SJ, the editors, for their efforts and perseverance in
bringing out this volume. May God continue to reward them
with more energy and strength to work for more such literature
in Telugu for Telugu Catholics across the world. I implore these
saints to intercede for all who contributed. I thank sincerely
His Grace Thumma Bala, Archbishop of Hyderabad, for his
Foreword to this valuable addition to Telugu Catholic Literature.
May his blessings and guidance continue to guide us to work
for the Kingdom of God in our Telugu land.

Let’s raise our eyes to heaven without forgetting the realities
of the earth, but to face them with more courage and hope at
the current global health crisis of Covid-19. We’ll beseech our
Blessed Mother, to accompany us as a sign of consolation and
sure hope.

Fr Koppala A Stanislaus SJ

Provincial

Andhra-Telangana Jesuit Province

Satyodayam, 12-5-33,

31 July, 2020 South Lallaguda,
Feast of St. Ignatius Secunderabad 500 017
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